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bols, nor was there any difference between the
dresses of the elder and the younger people, the
rich or the poor; all wore the white serge-cloth
with blue stripes at the ends, two cords at the
front corners, and an open fringe around it; and
, all were provided with a small Hebrew book of
prayers. The service of the day included the
reading of the history of the departure of the
children of Israel from Egypt; and in the midst
of this we had a song of rejoicing for the circum-
cision of a child on the eighth'day.
On the breaking up of the assembly, five
elders, who were near the vail of the temple,
bowed before it; and placed their faces on the
cloth itself, as if they were kissing it. All the
congregation then turned their faces that way;
and these elders, who, we were told, must be
real descendants of Moses to enjoy that privi-
lege, implored a blessing on the people; while
they exclaimed in Hebrew, " Glory to the most
High!" repeatedly rising on their toes at the
same time, and alternately bending their heatds
backwards and forwards*
When this was ended, the white serge-cloths
were taken off from their heads, and carefully
rolled up Batter which they were put into a
little bag, and carried home in the hand. Rose-
water was sprinkled upon the assembly by the
man who had cried out before the producing of